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WIND TURBINE WITH SAVONIUS-TYPE
ROTOR

1. BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention pertains to a wind turbine. More particu-
larly, this invention pertains to a wind turbine with a
Savonius-type rotor assembly.

2. Description of the Prior Art

Savonius-type rotors are well known. Examples of such
are illustrated in U.S. Pat. No. 4,784,568 and U.S. Pat. No.
4,359,311. The rotor blades are generally semi-cylindrical in
shape in contrast to conventional turbines which have inner
edges of the blades fixed to adjoining blades or to a central
core, drum or shaft. In the design and development of
Savonius rotors, the geometry of the rotor blades impacts on
the power coefficient of the rotor. Accordingly, the devel-
opment of blade geometry is an ongoing development for
the purpose of improving the performance of Savonius
rotors. It is an object of the present invention to provide a
Savonius rotor assembly having blades with a geometry
which enhance the power coefficient of the rotor.

II. SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to a preferred embodiment of the present
invention, a Savonius rotor is provided having first and
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second blades. Each of the blades includes an outer and an

inner edge with respect to a central vertical axis. The outer
edge of the blades lie on a circle defining a diameter of the
rotor.

Each blade includes a substantially linear portion adjacent
to the inner edge. Each of the blades also includes a first
curved portion which is substantially an arc of a circle and
which is tangent to the substantially linear portion as well as
being tangent to the circle defining the diameter of the rotor.
Further, each of the blades includes a second curved portion
which is tangent to the first curved portion and substantially
coincident with the diameter of the rotor.

II1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a side elevation view of a Savonius rotor and
turbine assembly according to the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a diagrammatic view of a preferred embodiment
of a two-blade Savonius-type rotor in accordance with the
principals in the present invention and taken generally along
line 2—2 of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 3 is a diagrammatic view of a rotor blade of the
embodiment shown in FIG. 2.

IV. DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

U.S. Pat. No. 4,784,568 which issued on Nov. 15, 1988,
to the inventor of the present application, provides a thor-
ough description of a Savonius rotor and operation of a
Savonius rotor. Accordingly, that patent and its teachings
and drawings are incorporated herein by reference with the
present application directed to an explanation of modifica-
tions of the rotor according to the present invention.

With reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, the present invention is
for a Savonius rotor assembly 10 for use in a turbine 12. The
rotor 10 includes a first blade 20 and a second blade 20" Each
of blades 20 and 20’ are identical and a description of one
will suffice as a description of the other. For purposes of
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clarity of illustration, each of blades 20, 20' is identically
numbered, except that the elements of blade 20" are distin-
guished from those of blade 20 by the addition of an
apostrophe to the element number.

The blades 20, 20' are secured to and extend between
upper and lower plates 14, 16. The assembly of the blades
20, 20" and plates 14, 16 is axially mounted on a rod 18 such
that the assembly 10 and rod 18 may rotate about the vertical
axis X—X of the rod 18. The rod 18 is secured by supports
19. The lower end 17 of the rod 18 rotates with the rotor 10
such that the lower end 17 may be coupled to a generator or
the like for generating electricity or may be coupled to a
pump.

With reference to FIG. 3, rotor blade 20 is shown sepa-
rately and includes an outer edge 21 and an inner edge 22.
As the rotor 10 rotates about axis X—X the outer edge 21
moves in the path of a circle C, having a diameter D,. For
the purpose of describing the present invention, the diameter
D, will be described as the diameter of the rotor 10.

As shown, the plates 14, 16 have a diameter D, greater
than the diameter D;. In a preferred embodiment, the
diameter D, of the plates 14, 16 is approximately 1.1 times
the diameter D,.

In FIG. 3, the rotor includes a straight linear portion 23
extending from end 22 to a point 25. The linear portion 23
is a spaced from the axis X—X by a distance D3, and (as
shown in FIG. 2) it is spaced from circle C, by a distance D,
(measured along a line extending from point 22 on linear
portion 23).

The rotor 20 further includes a first curved portion 24.
First curved portion 24 is substantially an arc of a circle. The
first curved portion 24 has a first end at point 25 which is
tangent to the substantially linear portion 23. The first
curved portion 24 has a second end at a point 27 which is
substantially tangent to the circle C,.

The rotor 20 further includes a second curved portion 26
extending from point 27 and terminating at end 21. The
second curved portion 26 at point 27 is substantially tangent
to the first curved portion 24. Further, the second curved
portion 26 is substantially coincident with circle C, (i.e., it
lies on circle C,). A distance Dy is the length between linear
line 23 extended, and a point 21, measured on a straight line
at right angle to extended line 23.

In order to achieve desired performance, the various
dimensions D,-D, are all ratios of the rotor diameter D,.
Specifically, the dimensions are as follows:

Dimension Ratio of Rotor Diameter
D, 1 D,
D, 1.1 D
D, .075 D,
D, 172 D,
Ds 3D
D¢ 32 D,

In FIG. 3, the diameter of the circle C, on which the first
curved portion 24 resides is 0.3D,. The straight line distance
D, between the extension of the straight portion 23 and end
21 is 0.32D,.

Presently, it is generally accepted that Savonius rotors
should be built only in small sizes. However, due to the fact
that the present rotor includes parallel plane sections, which
may be of considerable length, the rotor of the present
invention may be fabricated with the linear portions of the
blades as very lightweight truss sections covered with much
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lighter material than would be used in classic Savonius
rotors. As a result, Savonius rotors can be economically built
larger than possible with classic Savonius rotors.

With the teachings of the present invention, various
embodiments and modifications are possible by changing
the diameter of the curved portion which is the arc of a circle
which is tangent to a straight portion and tangent to a
circumference of the rotor. As a result, a family of blade
profiles that give high efficiency can be developed. The
amount of efficiency is adjusted by changing the diameter of
the circle (i.e., by changing Ds). The dimensions D, and Dy
are related to the diameter of the circular arc D5. Therefore,
to obtain optimum results when the diameter of the arc Dy
is changed, optimum dimensions D, and Dy can be devel-
oped empirically.

A diameter of 0.3D, is selected as the preferred embodi-
ment for the present invention because that diameter is
believed to give optimum results. It is believed that if there
is a significant increase in size of the circle above this ratio,
the power co-efficient of the rotor is reduced. A preferred
embodiment presents a power coefficient which is signifi-
cantly greater than previous Savonius rotors.

ROTOR DESIGN POWER CO-EFFICIENT
Highest rated Savonius rotor 0.244

tested by United States

Government at Sandia Laboratories

in 1975.

U.S. Pat. No. 4,784,568 0.33

The preferred embodiment of the 0.37

present application

The rotor of the present invention self starts with the wind
from any direction relative to the orientation of the rotor
blades.

To simplify making the layout of the rotor blade profile
the following steps can be followed:

1. Decide on the size of rotor desired, which is D, (the
diameter of the path of rotor blade tips), and draw the
circle on a sheet.

2. Draw two parallel straight lines on the layout, each
spaced a distance of 0.075D, from the rotor center.

3. Cut a pattern of a circle with a diameter of 0.3D,.

4. Lay the pattern of the circle on the drawing, positioned
so that it is tangent to the rotor diameter and one of the
paralle] lines as shown in FIG. 3, and trace the semi-
circle as shown.

5. Extend the length of blade along the rotor circumfer- '

ence as shown in FIG. 3, Item 26, so that length D is
0.32D,.

6. Extend the linear portion of each blade so that the
distance D, on FIG. 2 is 0.172D,. This distance is
measured to the rotor circumference.

Having described the present invention of the preferred
embodiment, it will be appreciated that modifications and
equivalents such as those which readily occurred to one
skilled in the art are intended to be included within the scope
of the present claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A Savonius rotor assembly driven by a moving fluid,
said assembly comprising:
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a support;

a rotor mounted on the support for rotation about an axis,
the rotor including a first blade and a second blade
disposed symmetrically about the axis, the rotor having
a cross section defined by a plane perpendicular to the
axis, the rotor in the cross section including the first and
second blades, each having:

an outer edge and an inner edge with the outer edge
moving in a path of a first circle around said axis, said
circle defining a diameter of the rotor;

a substantially linear portion extending from the inner
edge toward said outer edge and terminating at a first
location, said inner edge extending substantially
beyond said axis on a side thereof opposite said outer
edge and spaced from said first circle by a distance less
than about 0.2 times said diameter, said linear portions
of said first and second blades being substantially
parallel;

a first curved portion which is substantially an arc of a
second circle, said first curved portion tangent to the
substantially linear portion at said first location, said
first curved portion terminating at a second location,
said first curved portion tangent to said first circle at
said second location; and

a second curved portion tangent to the first curved portion
at said second location and substantially coincident
with said first circle.

2. A Savonius rotor assembly according to claim 1,
wherein the diameter of the second circle is 0.30 of the
diameter of the rotor.

3. A Savonius rotor assembly according to claim 1,
wherein the substantially linear portions of the first and
second blades are spaced apart a distance of 0.15 of the
diameter of the rotor.

4. A Savonius rotor assembly according to claim 1,
wherein the inner edge is a distance of 0.172 of the diameter
of the rotor measured on a line extending from the -inner
edge to the first circle in a direction parallel to the substan-
tially linear portion.

5. A Savonius assembly according to claim 1, wherein the
outer edge of the first blade is a distance of 0.32 of the
diameter of the rotor from an extension of the substantially
linear portion of the first blade measured on a line extending
from the outer edge to the extension of the substantially
linear portion in a direction perpendicular to the extension of
the substantially linear portion.

6. A Savonius rotor assembly according to claim 1,
wherein the inner edge of the linear portion is a distance less
than 0.35 of the diameter of the rotor measured on a line
extending from the inner edge to the first circle in a direction
parallel to the substantially linear portion.

7. A Savonius rotor assembly according to claim 1,
wherein the diameter of the first curved portion is less than
0.52 of the diameter of the rotor.

8. A rotor assembly according to claim 1 wherein a
distance between said linear portions of said first and second
blades is less than 0.20 of said diameter.
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